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IGDF MEMBERSHIP
Recognition of Organisations Wishing to become an IGDF Member
1.  Purpose

The IGDF mission is “to support its members in their efforts to encourage and advance the provision of Guide Dogs as a means of independent mobility for people who are blind or visually impaired".  IGDF is very keen to encourage and assist organisations related to the provision of guide dogs and to promote and expand the provision of guide dogs throughout the world.  
Therefore the IGDF offers membership to organisations providing guide dog services to the blind, around the world, so they can join a community dedicated to serving the visually impaired.  Through this community IGDF facilitates knowledge transfer between organisations and provides accreditation of an organisation’s guide dog training, ensuring all member organisations reach the internationally recognised standards of guide dog training.
The eligibility, benefits and application process are described below.

2.  Eligibility
To gain membership the organisation must:
· Be registered as a legal entity;

· Have trained a minimum of 10 guide dog teams (guide dog and user). Training means everything after the puppy walking stage. I.e all basic and advanced training of the dog, matching and work with the client.  
· Must meet the minimum standards of the IGDF.
· Must undergo a satisfactory assessment by an Assessor chosen by the IGDF Accreditation Committee.  

3.  Benefits 
A member organisation may: 
· Send delegates to the IGDF bi-annual seminar.  The member organisation is responsible for all seminar registration fees.
· Use the IGDF logo if they wish.
· Have access to the member’s area of the IGDF website.
· Request to post a job advert on the IGDF website.

· Apply for developmental assistance from the IGDF
· Receive the Visionary journal and a quarterly newsletter.
· Have voting rights within the IGDF.

· Nominate an employee of their organisation to stand for any elected position or committee membership within the IGDF.

4.  Limitations

If a member ceases to meet the IGDF Standards at any point in time, membership will be revoked. 
5.  Process

An organisation wishing to apply for IGDF membership should complete the IGDF Membership Application Form in English and send it to the IGDF office: enquiries@igdf.org.uk 
Applications will be considered by the IGDF Development Committee. Successful applications will be passed to the IGDF Accreditation Committee who will arrange the organisation’s initial assessment. The Accreditation Committee will then make a recommendation to the IGDF Board for approval, based on the outcome of the initial assessment.
6.  Fees

An organisation applying for membership will be required to pay a membership enrolment fee of £500 upon receipt of an invoice, for registration purposes. Invoices will be sent on receipt of application. 
Once it is established that the organisation meets the criteria of membership, they will be invoiced £500 for their initial assessment. Should the organisation need a second assessment, they would be required to pay a further £500 to cover costs. No further fees will be required until the organisation has become a member. Once the organisation is granted membership they will not have to pay their annual fees until the January of the next year.
Thereafter the following annual fees will apply: 
	IGDF Membership Fees as of 1st January 2023

	Organisation’s revenue in most recent financial year (GBP)
	Annual Membership Fee (GBP)

	<£375,000
	£375

	£375,001 -£750,000
	£750

	£750,001 -£1.875M
	£1,500

	£1.875M - £3.75M
	£2,250

	£3.75M - £7.5M
	£3,000

	£7.5M - £25M
	£4,000

	>£25M
	£5,000


Annual fees will be invoiced in January of each year.
To continue membership a full accreditation assessment must be conducted every 5 years by an IGDF assessor.  During this assessment the organisation is responsible for the costs relating to the assessor’s stay.  These costs are to be paid locally, at the time of the assessment, by the organisation being assessed.
�Currently all organizations must go through the DC, i.e. no direct applications for membership. Therefore this process needs to be rewritten.
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